31 July
fine is imposed on a town as punishment for mischief in its
neighbourhood. The decision arose from an appeal made by
certain citizens of Gaza against an order issued by British
officials for a fine of £Pi,ooo for the recent wire-cutting and
railway sabotage near Gaza. The Chief Justice set aside the
order with costs of £P2. The Arabs are jubilant at this blow
to the Government's prestige.
McMAHON sent for trial
McMahon was again brought up at Bow Street. In his
defence he said that in 1933, as a result of certain information
which he gave to Scotland Yard, he was imprisoned for 3^
months for criminal libel. He had sent several petitions to
King George and King Edward for compensation for unjust
imprisonment. These did not have any success. He was bound
to carry a revolver for his own safety. He was a free-lance
journalist, but did not earn enough to maintain himself. On
16 July he was strolling in Hyde Park when he heard music,
and went to Constitution Hill. He saw all the people happy
and contented and then remembered that he had barely the
price of a meal. He thought, what was the good of living, and
he sobbed. He went on to say. "The thought suddenly struck
me that if only I could draw the King's attention to the wrongs
which I imagined had been meted out to me, at least he would
not allow one of his subjects to be so treated.3' So he threw
his revolver. He could easily have shot the King, but that was
not his intention. He is committed for trial at the next session
of the Central Criminal Court.
the olympic torch
At 11.45 a-m- ^e ^ast Czechoslovak runner reached the
German border and handed the Olympic torch to the first
German runner. A crowd of 50,000 people cheered, and
shouted in German and Czech, "We salute the youth of the
world." When the torch reaches Berlin to-morrow it will have
been carried nearly 1,900 miles, across six countries.
PONDICHERRY RlOTS
Some Europeans and mill officials had a narrow escape at
Pondicherry during strike disturbances. With their wives and
children they had taken refuge in a bungalow from strikers
who were violent. The strikers began to batter down the door,
and two panels had gone when armed French police forced the
gates of the mill with a steam-roller and dispersed the besiegers.

